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(54) INK JET RECORDER AND METHOD FOR DETECTING RESIDUAL INK 

(57)Abstract: 

PROBLEM TO BE SOLVED: To prevent lowering of 
throughput of an ink jet printer due to an output 
measuring operation in a structure for detecting an 
amount of residual ink in an ink tank based on the 
change of an output of a photo-interrupter at every 
predetermined consumption amount of the ink. 
SOLUTION: An operation of detecting a residual amount 
of ink is not executed at every time when a 
predetermined amount of ink is consumed and the 
operation is executed when a power of an ink jet printer 
is turned off. In this operation, the consumption amount 
of the ink at that time is confirmed (step S91) and when 
the consumption amount of the ink exceeds a value of 
'predetermined consumption amount'. A which is an 
amount before reaching the above predetermined 
amount (step S92) t the operation of detecting the 
residual amount including measuring of an optical 
reflection factor is executed (step S93). As a result, it is 
possible to prevent lowering of throughput and to 

execute adequate residual amount detection based on the measuring of the optical reflection 
factor. 
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